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By the term portable works of art we refer to those paintings whose substrates or bodies are wood, canvas, 

paper and even stone, glass or metal. These substrates were chosen by the artist according to the theme 

to be illustrated, their properties, and their availability in the various regions even at the time. After an 

extensive research into the wood and fabric substrates, this paper will focus on the textile and wooden 

support. We will look at the preparation that took place in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance in order for 

the wood or fabric to receive painting with oil, tempera or egg pigments. We will study the evolution of these 

techniques from one chronological period to the other and the technology of the time. Emphasis will be 

placed on the durability of materials, the timelessness of techniques and the differentiation of Byzantium - 

West in the techniques they have defined and yet determined by the subject matter. 
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